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The University o f M ontana
Office of News and Publications

NEWS RELEASE

M issoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

Dec. 11, 1991
STUDENTS TO VIE FOR UH SCHOLARSHIPS IN AMERICAN LEGION SPEECH CONTEST
MISSOULA —
Montana students will vie for a new kind of prize March 2 during
the state portion of the American Legion National High School
Oratorical Contest:

a 1992-93 University of Montana scholarship.

The first-place winner of the competition, which will be in
Lewistown, will receive $700 and a scholarship that covers fees for
two semesters.

The student coming in second will win $400 and a

scholarship that covers fees for one semester.

The third-place

winner will receive $250 and a scholarship that covers fees for half
a semester.

The fourth-place winner will take home $200 and a

scholarship that covers fees for half a semester.
UM will also offer the scholarships to speech winners during the
1 9 9 3 — 94

and 1994-95 academic years.

Winners can use the scholarships

only at the Missoula campus of The University of Montana and must not
already hold another full or partial scholarship.
The purpose of the competition is to increase high school
students' understanding of and appreciation for the Constitution.
Other goals include developing leadership and communication skills.
Contestants first give a prepared speech on some part of the
Constitution, emphasizing citizens' duties to their government.
Next, they give an extemporaneous speech that tests their knowledge
of a subject chosen from the Constitution by the contest official.
-more-
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Students, who must be U.S. citizens under age 20, are judged in
areas such as originality, logic, voice and diction, and poise.
Winners of a state competition each earn a $1,000 scholarship
for proceeding to a regional competition.

Contestants who then reach

the sectional but not the final competition each receive an
additional $3,000 scholarship.

The winner of the national

competition earns an $18,000 scholarship, the second-place winner a
$16,000 scholarship, the third-place winner a $14,000 scholarship and
the fourth-place winner a $12,000 scholarship.
Students interested in entering the competition should speak to
their speech teacher or counselor or call the nearest American Legion
post as soon as possible.

Qualifying competitions for the state

round begin in February.

###
Contact:

Herb Barrett, American Legion state chairman, 549-4265
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